
Which subjects does 
this combine well with? 

Chemistry, Maths, 
Physics & Psychology 

Careers this qualification can lead to:
Careers for biologists exist in areas other than medicine, veterinary science, dentistry. Biology opens the door to a 

fantastic range of interesting degrees such as nursing, pharmacy, biochemistry, microbiology, biomedical sciences, 
sports sciences, psychology and neuroscience. 

There are 3 x 2 hour
exams at the end of Year 

13.
There is no coursework 

but there is a practical skill 
endorsement

A level Biology
Exam board: 

AQA

Entry Criteria:  GCSE grade 6 in 
either Combined Science or 
Biology



Summary of subject
Biology A-level goes into much more detail than you will have covered at GCSE. It will give you the skills to make connections 
and associations with all living things around you. Biology literally means the study of life and if that’s not important, what is? 
Specific topics include:
1) Biological molecules: Structure and function of the building blocks of life, including DNA & ATP.
2) Cells: The structure of eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells and how scientists study them.
3) Organisms exchange substances with their environment: Gas exchange, digestion and absorption and mass transport in 
plants.
4) Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms: Cell division, mutations, protein synthesis, 
adaptations, diversity in environments.
5) Energy transfers in and between organisms: Photosynthesis, respiration, food chains and nutrient cycles
6) Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments: Nervous co-ordination and homeostasis.
7) Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems: Inheritance, evolution and ecosystems.
8) The control of gene expression: Transcription, translation, recombinant DNA technology, DNA and cancer and DNA 
fingerprinting
Biology, like all sciences, is a practical subject. Throughout the course you will carry out practical activities which will give you 
the skills and confidence needed to investigate the way living things behave and work.


